
Watershed Discovery Question Guidelines for Field Trip Facilitators

Tap curiosity:	 			Is the question interesting?	                                                                     
Acknowledge direct experience: 	Is it based on something with which kids have already had direct experience… something they saw, heard, touched?            
Cite an observation:	Does it incorporate a statement that makes an immediate connection with something kids’ are observing on the field trip? (Ex: "There seems to be a lot of chipmunks around here.”)
Draw on previous knowledge:	Does it draw on something they already know? (Ex: "I’ve seen chipmunks in my yard.") 
Facilitate inquiry: 	Does it lead to more some research or to searching for answers? (Ex: “I wonder if chipmunks are found everywhere in the watershed or just here?” "What’s the habitat they require?" "What do they eat?” "What eats them?”)
Link to big concepts:	Does it offer a chance to think about the eight essential watershed concepts: "What limits the distribution of chipmunks?"
Encourage thinking:	Does it beg for more than just a recitation of facts or a yes/no answer? (Ex; "What year did they build this boardwalk?" is boring; but “What choices do you think the DNR had to make in order to make this area accessible?" might be more compelling.)
Encourage more thinking: 	"What do you know/think…?" "How would it be different if we were in a wetland…in a forest…on a pond?" "Suppose that …., what would change?" 
Have an objective basis: 	"What have scientists learned about the habitat of chipmunks?"… not "Why did that chipmunk run up that tree?" 
Steer clear of personal opinion:	"Why do you like to be outdoors?" might be friendly, but doesn’t make the watershed content connections by itself. 

Sources: Mary Manner’s sample questions & the Youth Learn Inquiry Process
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