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Overview
Once you have saved all the media you have gathered in the field, you are ready to start planning your project.  Here are the basic steps you should use to prepare for editing:
Log your media.
Write a script or create a storyboard.
Record or obtain any additional media necessary for your script or storyboard.

This document explains each of these steps in detail.  So, let’s get started!

Log Your Media
You need to know what you have before you start editing.  To log your media, look at or listen to every audio, video or photo file you have created.  While you are looking and listening, keep careful notes of what you see and hear.  Record the file name, the time at which something interesting happens and a description of what that interesting thing is.

Here is an example log:

	STE-000.wav - audio
	

	00:00
	Sound Check

	00:43
	M & O talk about birch trees

	02:22
	M fell down! (cut out)

	03:24
	Interview with Dr. Smith

	04:36
	End

	img0234.jpg  - picture
	Birch Bark

	img0237.jpg – picture
	Birch Leaves


 
Write a Script or Create a Storyboard
Now that you know what you’ve got, it’s time to organize it into a story.  Using the story outline provided (remember: You – Need – Quest – Change), either write a script (text) or sketch a storyboard (pictures), using the good media you identified in your log.

Record or Obtain Additional Media
You will probably find that in order to make the story you’ve scripted or storyboarded, you will have to get more media:  An interview with an expert, a photo of a particular plant, some sound of a stream.  Try to get what you need from a close-by source.  Sometimes, you may be able to find a picture or sound on the Internet (but be careful that you only use media that are clearly licensed for public use!).

Now you’re ready to start editing!
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