
Listening to the River (LTTR) Interest & Experience Survey
For Youth Participants

Name:	______________________________________________
Age: _____	Current grade in school: ________ 	M __    F __

Please take a few minutes to complete this survey. It will help the project staff get a better sense of your background, experiences and interests in science and the environment so we can plan appropriate activities. Thanks.


1. How did you find out about this opportunity? [In other words, why are you here? Do you know anyone associated with this project? Have you been part of an activity related to it?]




2. Why did you sign up for LTTR project? What motivated you to do so?




3. What experiences and activities are you expecting?   What do you hope to get out of it?  




4. What are your favorite subjects in school? 




5. Check the topics in which you already have some knowledge or experience– either in or outside of school:
□ Biology		□ Ecology 		□ Ornithology 
□ Hydrology 		□ Geology 		□ Geography
□ Environmental conservation		□Other Special Interest: _________

6. How would you describe your overall interest in the environment, ecology and conservation? [For instance, do you see it as a way to spend time with friends or family? As a personal hobby? To meet school requirements? As a potential career?]





How would you describe your overall interest in science? [Do you see it as a way to spend time with friends or family? As a personal hobby? To meet school requirements? As a potential career?]





7. How would you describe your exposure to science? How much science have you done through the following situations? (Use this scale as a guide for your answers: None or never, 1 or 2 times/classes,  3 or 4 times/classes,  5 or 6 times/classes,  as often as possible.)

In school:		
Formal course work:

Science fairs:

Workshops:

Independent exploration:

Research associated with school:

Outside of school:
Attending museums:

After-school or weekend programs not associated with school:

Through relationships with scientists (e.g., family, friends, others):

Through relationships with the scientific process (e.g., live on a farm and is exposed to living systems or monitoring of environmental health; have an inherent interest in tinkering, scientific exploration, etc.) 


8. Have you ever heard of the term ‘watershed’?  If so, how would you describe what a watershed is to someone who has never heard of such a thing? 




9. Have you ever spent time in a watershed? If so, which one? What are your strongest impressions of the watershed as a place? 




How would you describe your overall interest in technology (e.g. computers, handheld PDAs (Personal Digital Assistants), radio, CD players, I pod, video, television)? [Do you use these technologies mostly as a way to spend time with or communicate with friends or family? As a personal hobby? As a way to do better in school or meet school requirements? As a potential career?]




10. Please say a little about your experience/use of the following specific technologies: 

Computers: for word processing, playing games, emailing, and/or other general functions:


Computers: specifically to conduct research:


Global Positioning System (GPS):


Geographic Information System (GIS):


Digital cameras:


Video cameras:


Audio recording equipment:


Environmental measuring equipment:


Orienteering tools (e.g., map and compass):


11. Briefly describe your educational and career plans. How far do you plan to go through school?  What are your career goals and plans?  What experiences (e.g., work, internships, classes, family, friends) have influenced your thinking about a possible career or line of work?




12. How would you describe your research experience and skills?  Have you ever conducted field research? Internet or library research? If so, what did you do with the results of your research?  What is your experience with presenting research findings?  




13. Have you worked with others in a teaching or mentoring setting (for example, through 4-H or scouting) where you served as a teacher or leader? Is this something you would like to pursue? 




14. How do you see this experience with Listening to the River in light of your interests and/or future plans? 
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