An Invitation to Potential Field Guides and Content Specialists


Dear Volunteer Field Guide or Content Specialist,

In May of 2006, we launched a new National Science Foundation program in the Grand Traverse Region, the Listening to the River Project. Four major partners are collaborating on this effort: Land Information Access Association, Great Lakes Children’s Museum, Interlochen Public Radio, and the Water Studies Institute at Northwestern Michigan College. We would like to invite you to play a part in some of the project activities.

The focus of the project is on informal science learning and discovery in the Grand Traverse Watershed via expeditions to various sites in the watershed. Field teams of kids and adults will capture their experiences using very sophisticated digital multimedia gear, computerized mapping and other technologies.  This information will be used to develop a web site, radio broadcasts and both a traveling and a permanent museum exhibit. We hope the project will become a national model!

We are currently recruiting teens and grownups from throughout the region. That’s where you come in. Can you make some time to join us for watershed excursions? We are seeking people who are passionate about working with young people and/or the environment, enjoy science fields (as an expert – or not),  and/or those who want to assist with using technology tools to help tell the story of their watershed.

We can offer a very flexible schedule and a chance to get outside with young people who are motivated to think about their sense of place. We will support you with clearly stated roles, appropriate orientation, a welcoming environment and structured activities that match your interests and strengths.

The web site, www.listeningtotheriver.org, offers a description of the responsibilities along with more information and downloadable application forms.  Or  - you could just give us a call and we will help you “get your feet wet” on this project.

We are recruiting volunteers for both fall, 2006 and spring/summer, 2007 excursions right now. Please contact us soon so we can get you on our lists of potential volunteers. As one student put it, “We ALL own the watershed!”  We want to get started telling its story.

On behalf of the Listening to the River Project Team, thanks.


Chris Kitzman and Carl Ferguson, Co-Coordinators	
kitzman@liaa.org   ferguson@liaa.org
231.929.3696
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	The Listening to the River project is funded by a grant from the National Science Foundation’s Informal Science Education Division.
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